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DURING the War a French officer once said
to the Author, "You English are very for-
tunate. We have to invest the Tricolour with
fictitious virtues as a symbol of patriotism, but
your Royal Family is a living drapeau."
Colonel Blackham has travelled far and wide
through the great dominions and the colonies
and has found everywhere that the Crown is the
link which binds people of every class and creed
into one great brotherhood.
As his French friend said, the Royal House of
England is a Living Flag round which rally the
four hundred and fifty millions who form the
British Empire.
The King and Queen, the Prince of Wales and
the " other members of the Royal Family" have not
lacked historians to chronicle their individual achieve-
ments, but hitherto no connected account of the
whole Royal Family has been presented to the public.
The writer brings to his task not only a facile
pen and profound historical knowledge, but personal
acquaintance with many of the great events which
he sketches with a light but sure touch.